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SU3Jd: COLOM3IAN-VINEZUZLAN RELATIONS

: le THIS MORNING DR. ALBERTO LLERAS CAMARGO AND DR GZIRMAN ZEA

© HAD 3RZAKFAST AT THE RESIDENCI WITH AM3 JDVA, DCY AND MYSELF.
AFTER CONSIDERA3LEZ DISCUS3ION JF JAS WHICH MORE OR LEZS TERMIN-
ATED WITH O3 SERVATION OF DR. AL3EZRTO LLERAS THAT AL THOUGH
IT'"5 IMAGE KAS NEVER 3EZIN LOWER, THE 0 S I3 NEVERTHZLESS
POLITICALLY A VITAL NECESSITY TO THEZ HEMISPHERZ, THE SU3JECT
TURNED TD COLOM3BIAN-VEINZEUELAN REZLATIONS. : '

2. BOTH LLEIRAS AND ZZA CONSIDER THAT THE DISPUTZI OVER THE BOUNDARY
IN THE GULF OF VINZIZUZLA HAS 3ECOMZ INCREASINGLY SERIOUS DES-
PITE THZ 3ZST ZIZFFORTS.O0F REZSPINSIBLE MEN IN 30TH COUNTRIES TO
KeiP IT FROM 3ECOMING A "POPULAR IS3UZ". AGREED INCIDEN
SJULD NOW CONCEIVA3LE CAUSE CONFLICT. ZZA DEZISCRIZSED AT SOME
LENGTH THZ POSITIONS OF 30TH COUNTRIES IN WHICH THERED WAS
LITTLZ THAT HAS NOT ALREADY 3ZEN REPIRTZID., HOWEVER HE DID

< ’IWDI ATE THAT VENZZUZLA HAS TAKEN A MORE ZXTRZIMZI POSITON WITH

' XEGARD TO THZ 30UNDARY (I.E. A CONTINUZED PROJZSTION OF ITS

LAND FRINTIZR OUT OVER THZI GULF) THAN IT HAD ORIGINALLY ASSUMED

AT THZ FIRST MZIETING ON'THIS SU3JECT-REZTWEZEN .-THT TWO COUNTRIES.

AT THAT MCLTING HE S5AID VENEZUEZLANS WZRE PRE A? =0 IO DISCUSa

A 3BO0UNDARY RUNNING DIRECTLY OUT OVEIR THZ GULF WHERAS COLOM3IANS
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WERZ TAKING POSITION THAT 3J3UNDARY SHOULD RUN JUT OVER GULF

AT RIGHT-ANGLE TO THZ SHORE (I.Z. 30UTH Jr A3JQVE LINE). IM-

PLIC ALIOV WAS THAT AT THAT TI®Z GOC MIG T HAVI COJCEDED, AT

LZAST IN PART, TO THIS Vu._ZUhLAﬂ CLAIM., PREZENT VENZZUELAN
.POSITION ON BOUNDARY I3 CONSIDERED CIOMPLETELY UNACCEPTA3LE GOC
AND ZEZA REITEZRATED PESSIMISH ABOUT FORTHSOMING TALKS IN ROME

IN MARCH. DID EXPRESS HOPZ PARTIEZS MIGHT AT LEAST AGREE TO ™MODUS
VIVENDI- WHICH WOULD POSTPONE REAL ISS5UE FOR INDEFINITE TIME.
(NOTZs UNTIL AFTER NEXT VENEZUZLAN ZLZCTIONS W& WOULD SPECULATE.)
ZEA SAID TALKS ARZ SCHZDULED TO LAST A3JUT A MONTH. APROPOS
CHOICE OF ROMEZ AS SITE FOR TALKS, ZZA HAD PRESSED STRONGLY FOR
NEW YORK O? VA?IHTY OF PRACTICAL REASONS INCLUDING USE OrF UN
: FACILITIES BYUT VINZZUELA MD INSISTED Od ROME FOR FEAR PROXIMITY
2 TO UN MIG T FURTHZIR POSSIBILITY OrF ATTEZEMPTZID 3OLUTION THROUGH
v THAT 32DY OR OTHER INTZRNATIONAL TRI3ZUNAL. 30TH Zha AND LLERAS
: STRESSED FACT THAT IN CASE OF NUMZROUS DIFFERENCES WITH COLON3IA
AND OTHER COUNTRIZS OVER PAST CINTURY OR MORL, VZNEZUEL dAS
LOST (OR AT LEAST FZELS IT HAS LOST) IN EVEZRY ARBITRATION

OR OTHER FORW OF THIRD PARTY JUDGMZINT.
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3. WITH REGARD TO NATUREZ OF OFF-SHORZ WATERS AVD PROSPECTS |
FOR PETROLEUM, LLERAS CONMMEINTEZD THAT SZA3ED OFF COLOM3IAN SHMORES
IS RILATIVELY SHALLOW FOR QUITE 3 LOYG DISTANCE OUT, WHEREAS
OFF VENZZULA, SHORE WATZIR QUICKLY DRIPS TO MUCH GRE ATZR DEPTHS.
HE SAID "VENZZUELANS CONVINCZID THERZ I3 VALUASLE OIL DEPOSIT
IN DISPUTED AREA.” ZEA SAID
THAT MENTION OF PEZTROLEZUM HAD NZVER
3EEN MADE IN DISCUSSIONS BETWZZN COUNTRIES IN EFFORT NOT TO

" "PETROLIZE" THE ISSUZT 3UT 30TH MIN RTADILY AGRIED THAT BASIC
UNDERLYING FACTOR 15 PRO3ABLE FAST THIS IS RICH OIL AREA.
ZEA MENTIONED THAT COLOM3IA HAD GRANTZD TEZNTATIVEI CONCESSION
TO AN OIL COWPANY IN THIG AREA 3UT HD SUSPEWDED IT LN ORDER
THAT IT SHOULD ¥OT 3Z A FACTOR I¥ THE DISZUSSIONS AND THAT ALLE+
GAIONS CONING FRON VENEZUZLA TQ ZFFCCT OIL COWPANIZS ARZ PRESSING

"
:
-
?1
3
B
-
1
3
=
]

% COLCM3IA TO GRANT CONCESSIONS BZCAUSZ TEZRMS FROMCOLONM3IA WOULD
2 PR%SUMABLY 38 BETTER THAV THO3EZ FROM VEINEZUELA IS "PURA PAJA".
¢ 4, COMMENTING ON THI ATMOSPHIRE OF VENZZUZLA TODAY 23TH MEN

3 STRESSED FACT MANY LEADERS IN GOVTS FOLLOWING DOWNFALL JF PEREZ
% JIMENEZ UNTIL THIS ONE, HAD 3Zcd CLOSE PZRSCWAL FRIENDS OF

COLOM3IAN COUNTERPARTS. THEY THOUGHT IN TERMS JF "COLOM3IANS
AND VEINEZUELANS AREZ THE SAME THING". THEZ CALDERA GOVT IS5 A NEW
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CROWD AND ALTHOUGH NOT HOSTILEZ TO GJ3C, TENDS TO REZGARD IT AS

IT WOULD ANY OTHER FOREIGN GOVI. LLLERAS SAID HE HAD RECENTLY
TALKZD WITH VARIOUSZ AD LZADER3 WHO HAD VISITED HIM HEREZ

(JE PRESUME CONFIDENTIALLY)>. LATTER FELT THAT AD HAS GAINED

. CONSIDERA3LT STREINGTH AND I35 PRISZINILY LEZADING PARTY 3UT VERY

. MICH DISTUR3ZD THAT CLOSE RUNNER-UP 3ASEZD ON RZCENT POLL IS

\ PIREC JIMEZNSZ. CHRISTIAN DIMOCRATIC PARTY STRZINGTH HAS RZPIRTEDLY
© FALLEZN ALTHOUGH PERGONAL PIOPULARITY PRES CALDERA ADMITEDLY

© REMAINS HIGH., LLEIRAS SAID P_R:Z JIMINZZ IS PIRFECTLY CAPABLE

. JF EXPLOITING 30RDER ISSUZ FOR OWN POLIT EZNDS A5 IS GEN ROJAS

: PINILLA IN.COLOM3IA. BOTH MZN EXPRESSzD FEAR THAT POLIT PRESSURES
! IN VINEZUZLA INVOLVING 30RDZR ISSUE COULD LEAD TO MIL COUP WHICH
COULD HAVE VERY BAD REPEZRCUSSION IN COLONM3IA.

5, WITH REGARD TO PROBLEZM OF COLOMBIAN INDJOCUMENTADOS, 3OTH
YEN OF JPINION THIS NDULD .IN ITSEZLF 3% QUITEZ REZADILY SETTLED
AND IT H S 3ECOMZ DIFFICULT AND POSS3I3LY EVEZN DANGEROUS JNLY
3ECAUSE OF ITS CURREINT INVOLVEMENT WITH 30RDER PRO3LEN.

§, AT CLOSEZ OJF CONVEZRSATION AMB JOVA ASKED Ir EITHER GZNTLEMAN
; 3aW ANY USTFUL ROLZ FOR J0AS 3R ANY JOTHER THIRD PARTY THIS PAR-
© TICULAR STAGE. 30TH REPLIED IN.NEGATIVEZ 3UT QUICKLY ADDED THAT
AT 50MZ FURTHZR TIME SHOULD NEZGOTIATORS BZ A3LE TO COMEI UP WITH
AGREZD SOLUTION, 0AS OR OTHER THIRD PARTY INDORSEIMENT MIGHT WELL
3E CXTREMEZLY VALUA3BLE IN AIDING EITHZR OR 30TH GOVIS TO SAVE
FACE WITH THZIR PEZOPLE OR IN HELPI”G TO ASSURZ CONGRESIONAL
RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT.

P Lt R PRI R A L AR -

7. COMMENT: 30TH MEZN ARZ CLZIARLY PREOCCUPIED A30UT SITUATION BUT
IN' NJ WAY EMOTIONAL. ZEA SIZEMED MOST SINCERI IN HIS APPROACH
TO FORTHCOMING NZIGOTIATIONS AND WE THINK WAS COMPLETELY FRANK
WITH US. AM3 JOVA URGED UTWOST EFFORT 3& MADE AT FORTHCOPVNG
NZGOTIATIONS AND SAID 3ZST HOPZ FOR SOLUTION WOULD 3EZM TO BE ¢
EFFORTS BY SAGACIOUS MEN OF 33TH COUNTRIEZS AS REPRIESENTED 3Y
OR ZZA. GP-3.
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